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AL B E R T  HO L L A N D:  FO R G O T T E N  FO U N D E R   

Does the entrepreneur who promoted the Kandos cement industry deserve to be remembered 
as 'founder of Kandos' - or was he just good at buttering up the press? 

 

The idea of a ‘founder’ interests me. There is something satisfying about being able to 
identify the founder of a place. A founder is the beginning of a story. Places, like people, 
evolve and grow in a haphazard way. It is only later that we attempt to make sense of messy 
and often unconnected events. We weave them into story and turn them into history. Captain 
Cook discovered Australia I was told in primary school; Romulus and Remus were the 
founders of Rome. Unfortunately founders are sometimes more myth than reality. 

For four years from 1912 to 1915 the Mudgee Guardian put forward Albert Andrew Holland 
as the founder of Kandos. The question I ask myself is: does he have a legitimate place in the 
history of Kandos and if so why is there no memorial to honour him? 

The founder of a company, institution, town or country is usually set on a pedestal for 
posterity to remember long after he is gone (I use the male pronoun because I have trouble 
identifying female founders; and perhaps that’s another story). 

A founder’s memorial might not necessarily be in the form of a statue. In Kandos we can 
identify some of our founders in street names. These founders were directors of the NSW 
Cement, Lime and Coal Company. That company started the cement works and established 
the town which grew alongside. The main street Angus Avenue was named after James 
Angus, Chairman of the company. Campbell Street, which looks down over the town on one 
side and over the cement works on the other, and where much of the company’s 
accommodation was built, including the manager’s house, was named after the secretary, C C 
Campbell. Buchanan, Rodgers, Davies, Jaques and McDonald streets were named after 
company directors. Together with Noyes (named after the construction engineer), White 
Crescent named after local pastoralist and company director Hunter White, and Dabee Road 
(an old road which ran from Ilford to Dabee), these ten streets made up the parameters of the 
first land sale at Kandos. 

Some of Kandos’ founders are believed to be memorialised in the name of the town: C for 
Campbell (The original spelling Candos was changed in 1915 at the request of the Postmaster 
General), A for Angus, N for Noyes, D for McDonald, O for Frank Oakden (the first general 
manager) and S for A C Stephen (the company’s solicitors). 

Albert Andrew Holland does not appear. 

Yet the accolades of the Mudgee Guardianare constant. Albert Holland ‘is doing all he can to 
develop the district’s mineral resources’ it reminded readers in 1912. When the New South 
Wales Cement Lime and Coal Company Limited was registered in May 1913: ‘it was by Mr 
Holland’s introduction that men of money and influence came along’. It was he, said 
the Guardian, who had induced them to open up the cement works. ‘Rylstone district owes 
Mr A Holland a citizen’s banquet for the part he has played in floating the local mining 
industry.’ On 5 March 1914 the Mudgee Guardian headlined an article ‘the Founder of 
Candos’ and reported that it was Albert Holland who had ‘put all his capital...to secure the 
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footing’ of the company and it was his ‘persistency and energy’ that got the project moving. 
In 1915 ‘it was to his untiring advocacy that Rylstone district owes the possession of an 
industry which we cannot estimate the wealth of, when in full development’. The Guardianin 
its enthusiasm and rhetoric asked readers: ‘What then do we owe to Mr Holland?...Why a 
public recognition...Surely the leading men of Rylstone do not require any more than this 
notice to get a move on and do the correct thing toward one of its one reared boys.’ 

Albert Holland was indeed a son of Rylstone. His father George Holland was founder of the 
Globe Hotel, which he opened in 1883 (the year Albert was born), and this is where Albert 
and his sister grew up. I haven’t discovered evidence that the leading men of Rylstone gave 
public recognition to Albert Holland but perhaps at some public event they raised their 
glasses and toasted him for bringing Rylstone ‘a better tomorrow’. 

Holland described himself as a land and mining agent, though the word ‘speculator’ would 
also describe him. Recognising the mining potential of the Rylstone area and hoping that a 
cement industry might develop, he secured, during 1912, a range of mining leases including 
near Carwell Creek to quarry limestone, and at Coomber to mine coal. During 1912 and 1913 
Holland made regular appearances before Mr Arnott PM, Warden at Rylstone, taking up 
leases and in some cases engaging in a courtroom tug-of-war to retain them.  Before the end 
of the year options on his leases had been bought by the group of entrepreneurs who 
eventually formed the cement company. 

Having passed on his leases to the company, Holland continued to represent them. ‘I am here 
in the interest of the company and as an ordinary shareholder’ he explained to the court as he 
fought to retain control of a particular lease. A number of times he appeared on behalf of the 
company to apply for suspension of labour conditions (to prevent anyone jumping their 
leases) one such in April 1914 while the company awaited machinery from Germany.  At 
other times he accompanied VIPs to inspect the progress of the cement works, including, at 
different times, the chairman Mr Angus, Mr Baden Powell (cousin of the famous general) and 
the property agents who would conduct the first land sale. 

It is hard to know to what extent Albert Holland put himself forward as the founder of 
Kandos. Men of the early 20thcentury were adept at using their local newspaper to market 
their product and that product was sometimes themselves. It is obvious Holland had a good 
relationship with the Rylstone reporter on the Mudgee Guardian. On 5 November 1914, 
following a visit by the reporter to Holland’s Sydney home, an article appears with the 
headline ‘a Rylstone Boy’s Home’. 

‘Whilst in Sydney recently I had the pleasure of spending a day at Mr Holland’s home at 
Mosman... After a few minutes transit by ferry and train we found ourselves in a delightful 
home situated on the eminence of Mosman and which has a beautiful panoramic view of the 
harbour. The house has all the solid comforts that man could desire and is surrounded by a 
well laid-out garden in which is a lawn designed in the latest fashion. Mr Holland has one in 
family, Bruce, the picture of his daddy. With all the city comfort, Mr Holland has a warm 
corner for Rylstone in his heart, and the day that sees the full accomplishment of the Candos 
industry will give him his full reward...Mr Holland was the original mover in the present 
Candos enterprise.’ 

Holland did seem to have ‘a warm corner for Rylstone in his heart’ and enthusiastically 
participated in Rylstone life. For example in June 1914 he organised for a seven piece 
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orchestra from Sydney, to provide music for the Rylstone Hospital ball, and brought up a 
party of friends to enjoy the festivities, including a tennis social. Twelve months later he was 
listed as Vice-President of the Rylstone Jockey Club and an attendee at race meetings. He 
contributed three guineas to the Australia Day Fund. 

At times, it should be said, the Mudgee Guardian nominated Holland’s ‘partner’, Mr 
McDonald MP, a director of the company, as a co-founder of Kandos. In a number of articles 
leading up to the first land sale, the paper suggests that both men were the founders of 
Kandos, ‘had it not been for their untiring efforts there would have been no Kandos on hand 
to-day’ and they were ‘responsible for the initiation of this great scheme’. However while 
McDonald is memorialised in a street name, Holland is not. 

Albert Holland seems to disappear from the pages of the Mudgee Guardian after 1915. I 
don’t know if there was perhaps a falling out - with McDonald or another director or the new 
manager. Or perhaps there was a replacement reporter on the Mudgee Guardian. 

I pick up Holland’s trail again in Sydney Morning Herald articles, in 1922, when he takes out 
coal mining leases in the Hunter which he eventually sells to the BHP Company. In 1925 he 
is granted a number of coal and limestone leases for another cement project in the Capertee 
Valley. A few years later he is involved in negotiations to establish a three million pound coal 
by-product scheme at East Maitland. 

You could certainly say Holland has many of the qualities of a founder. He was a visionary, a 
strategist, a wheeler-dealer, an entrepreneur. 

But does Albert Holland have a legitimate place in the history of Kandos as its founder? Was 
he perhaps air-brushed from history? 

The evidence shows that not only did Albert Holland recognise and acquire the leases to 
supply important components for the cement industry; he worked hard to ensure the industry 
was a success. It was certainly in his interest to do so. But we can’t dismiss him because of 
self-interest. 

While he might need to go under greater scrutiny to be called the founder of Kandos we can 
safely say he was a founder, and possibly a crucial founder. For that reason he deserves at 
least as much recognition as other founders. 

If you have further information about Albert Andrew Holland please contact the writer on 
colosullivan@optusnet.com.au 

  

 

  


