
STREET NAMES ARE OUR SIGNPOSTS 

How a 19th century Rylstone pioneer came to be honoured in the 20th century town of Kandos 
 

This article by Colleen O’Sullivan appeared in the Mudgee Guardian on 16 February 2015 
 

One of the many lessons I learnt in the year of Kandos’s centenary was how streets are named: it is a 
long and careful process but it is sometimes flawed. My lesson began with a headline in the Mudgee 
Guardian on 19 November last year, “Kandos lane to honour pioneering family and state’s first 
master builder”.  
 
The first paragraph alerted me to a mistake. The short lane in Kandos, off Dabee Road and looking as 
if it was an extension of Buchanan Street, was to be named Bloodsworth Lane after a Rylstone 
pioneering family.  
 
I was in a good position to know the Bloodsworth credentials. They were ancestors on my father’s 
side. James Bloodsworth was a convict who came out on the First Fleet, made good and was rewarded 
with a state funeral. His granddaughter Ann married James Brown and lived at Dabee and Rylstone. 
 
19 November was a Wednesday and that evening Council voted to name the lane. An early nineteenth 
century pioneering family was to be honoured in a unique twentieth century industrial town, in the 
year it was celebrating its centenary. I was dismayed. 
 
There had been a long process before that vote. On 15 August 2014 Council placed an advertisement 
in the Mudgee Guardian and wrote to neighbours asking for naming suggestions. No suggestions were 
received and Council considered a group of names from a Pre-Approved Names List, specific to 
Rylstone, Kandos, Clandulla and Charbon area. 
 
Besides Bloodsworth, the names were: Minorca (a ship carrying pioneer James Vincent in 1802); 
Riversdale (property of John and Elizabeth Nevell née Vincent); Oakborough (also a property of John 
and Elizabeth Nevell née Vincent); Lambert (known as “King of the Dabee tribe”); James Vincent (as 
above); Endeavour (Captain Cook’s ship); Resolution (also Captain Cook’s ship). 
 
Council provisionally approved the name Bloodsworth Lane on 1 October and the Geographical 
Names Board advised they had no objection to it. Bloodsworth Lane was advertised in the Mudgee 
Guardian on 10 October. There was only one response - a neighbour objected and suggested 
Centenary Lane in honour of Kandos’s centenary but it was not accepted. Notices of the new street 
name were sent to all emergency services and other appropriate bodies and there were no objections.  
 
By the time I read that article in the Mudgee Guardian (or rather my husband read it to me since I was 
in Sydney) the naming was fait accompli and Council ratified it.  The details just needed to be 
published in the Government Gazette which they were on 5 December and in the Mudgee Guardian.  
 
In the meantime, being passionate about Kandos history, somewhat determined, and no doubt naive, I 
thought this important issue (important at least in my mind) could be rectified. I put together a list of 
names and biographical notes of people significant to Kandos history, and which were not already 
used as street and park names. They included, in no particular order: William Lucas (first police 
officer); William Cant (cement works gardener); Jundah Singh (migrant, pioneer and businessman); 
Frank Oakden (first general manager of the cement works); Irene Kearins (corner-store owner for 
more than 60 years); Walsh Brothers (long-term butchers and bakers who built the first permanent 
shop premises); Candos (the original spelling of Kandos).  
 



I argued that the name Bloodsworth was irrelevant to Kandos; that all names from which Council 
made a choice were irrelevant (except perhaps Lambert); that a more appropriate name was 
particularly important in a centenary year; and that there were more appropriate names to choose 
from. I hoped that my argument would result in an alteration: I appealed to the General Manager, 
readers of the Mudgee Guardian, the Mayor, Councillors, Ministers Toole and Gay, the Geographical 
Names Board, and the Premier.  
 
I learnt that the wheels of government turn inexorably on. And that perhaps not many people think it 
an important issue. So why do I think it is?  
 
Road signs are a signpost, both practically and culturally. Road naming is one of the services of a 
civilized society that we take for granted. In Ghana for example they are only just now introducing a 
road naming system. According to USAID on-line, directions went something like this: “When you 
get to the next junction, turn right, look out for the coconut tree, behind which you will find a yellow 
kiosk. Ask whoever you see for Auntie Akua’s house. Next to Auntie Akua’s house is the house you 
are looking for.” 
 
Not much different to Kandos up to the 1930s. That is when Rylstone Shire Council voted to 
introduce street numbers and erect street names at every convenient corner in Kandos.  
 
The NSW Road Naming Policy of October 2013 (produced by the Geographical Names Board) gives 
guidelines for road naming, to ensure that all addresses are unambiguous and easily locatable for 
emergency and postal services and the convenience of citizens.   
 
Street names are also a signpost to the uniqueness and cultural significance of a town. They give clues 
to our history as Sam Paine so clearly demonstrated in his “Streets of Mudgee” series in the Mudgee 
Guardian. Most Kandos residents are aware that the founders of our town, the directors of the cement 
company, are memorialised on our streets. But so are politicians, both state and local who contributed 
to its growth; soldiers who fought in the First World War; early business people;  and local land-
owners who formed subdivisions. Descendants of some of these still live in the area. 
 
There is no doubt that Council followed the correct guidelines and procedures as determined by the 
Geographical Names Board. It seems to me though there are two problem areas: advertising Council’s 
intention of road naming; and selecting appropriate names from which staff make a choice.  
 
As a writer of history I am likely to have my antenna up for a road naming but I knew nothing about 
the naming of an unnamed lane in Kandos till I read the news article on 19 November. I know of no 
others who did. In Kandos round 150 people buy the local paper. How many of those are likely to read 
the classified advertisements at the back?  How many people read Council reports on their website?  
 
News articles capture attention. The most obvious place for Council to inform the community of a 
road naming is through a news article in the Mudgee Guardian or The Weekly or Community Capers 
(a free publication which goes monthly to every local household in the Kandos Rylstone area); and 
through Council’s own news bulletin. Transparency is only effective if information is received.  
 
Rylstone, Kandos, Charbon and Clandulla are distinct towns and villages; and there should be a 
separate list of relevant names for each one, as well as another list for rural roads. Names that are 
significant to those places. 
 
I have always believed it is important to protect our history. I learnt that it is not so easy. 
 


