
LET US CELEBRATE OUR PIONEERS 

This article by Colleen O’Sullivan appeared in the Mudgee Guardian on 22 September 2014, 
two weeks before the Kandos Centenary celebrations. 

 
Listen to the voice of a pioneer: 
 

Back in the early fifties,  
Dim through the mists of years,  
By the bush-grown strand of a wild, strange land,  
We entered - the pioneers.  
  
Our axes rang in the woodlands,  
Where the gaudy bush-birds flew,  
And we turned the loam of our newfound home,  
Where the Eucalyptus grew.  
  
Take now the fruit of our labour 
Nourish and guard it with care 
For our youth is spent and our backs are bent 
And the snow is in our hair. 
 

Frank Hudson, in these few verses from his Australian bush poem “Pioneers”, captures the 
voice of our silent mentors - those who came before us to show us the way. They were 
strangers in a strange land. They worked hard, lived frugally and endured hardship. And they 
left us a legacy – well-established, thriving communities for us to “nourish and guard”.  
 
Although Kandos is only a century old we can identify many pioneers who came from afar to 
a “wild strange land”. Benit George is one, whose name is memorialised in George Street and 
whose land makes up a part of Kandos. Some of the hardship he endured was recorded in the 
Australian Town and Country Journal in 1897: 

An old and respected resident of Rylstone district, Mr. B. W. George, met with a 
serious accident on August 5. He was driving an empty wagon, which collided with a 
tree stump, and threw him under the wheel, which passed over his head, tearing away 
the right side of his face. Dr. Cobb, of Rylstone, was sent for, and put from thirty to 
forty stitches in the man's face. He had a marvellous escape from instant death. 

Another pioneer is John Lloyd senior who pitched his tent on 80 acres of land at Coomber in 
1858, began his life as a farmer and grazier and, with his wife Mary Ann Davis, produced 13 
children. He died four years before Kandos was born but two of his sons were arguably our 
most significant pioneers. John who inherited Westview sold over two hundred acres to the 
cement company who then established the industry and town of Kandos. 

Thomas who inherited Ferndale used some of his land to form the “Ferndale Estate”, the 
second subdivision of Kandos, commonly known as “the flat”. Lloyd’s Dam was constructed 
by the cement company on Thomas Lloyd’s property and was a popular swimming hole in 
the early decades. Kandos Golf Club opened in 1927 on Thomas’ land.  



John Lloyd senior initiated the first school, Coomber Provisional School, which was housed 
in 1884 in a stone building that is, as far as I know, the oldest building in Kandos, a legacy 
“to nourish and guard”. His obituary (MG 9/5/1910) summarises the qualities we respect in 
our pioneers: “In life he was a straight, honest as the sun and in every way a sterling, upright 
man; his word was his bond and his honour was a safeguard against any reproach. John Lloyd 
of Coomber was a household name in the district. The family, 12 in number, I would not be 
quite sure, have all reached adult stage and are worthy and respected residents.” 
 
There were other farming families in the area who can slip into the category of Kandos 
pioneers. Just to mention a few: the Donoghues, Russells, Masons and Dawsons, all 
enshrined on Kandos streets. These are the pioneers celebrated by Hudson; the ones we 
associate with bark huts, bullock wagons and Cobb & Co.  
 
Then there were “the firsts”. These were the trail-blazers in specific areas. I think we admire 
them for their risk-taking energy. Our first police officer in charge of Kandos was Constable 
Lucas (later Sergeant) appointed in 1918 to uphold the law in a newly constructed four-room 
concrete police station in Angus Avenue. 
 
Doctor Darton, the first resident doctor, set up his surgery in 1921 at the age of 30, and 
attended to the health of the Kandos community until he died of a heart attack in 1943. 
Darton Park was named after him and a plaque honouring him hangs in the community 
centre. 
 
The first principal of the newly named Kandos Public School (1915) was Nathanial Barton. 
The first Catholic Priest was Father Corbett and the first post office was run by John Strong 
who is also said to have run the first store.  
 
Politicians, local and state, helped to establish the public institutions and infrastructure of the 
town. Captain Billy Dunn, Labour MLA was the most prominent in the first two decades. 
Local businessman and councillor J B Simpkins was tenacious in establishing the sports 
ground and Simpkins Park.  
 
The directors and management of the cement company are of course significant pioneers but 
they have always had a high-profile in Kandos, their names recorded on Kandos streets, their 
initials apparently captured in the town’s name and their contribution documented in local 
history books. Those visionary entrepreneurs established their own place in our collective 
memory through skilful marketing. They knew about plaques and pedestals. 
 
Many of the pioneers we celebrate reflect the values of the period in which they lived. They 
came from a particular group – male, white, Anglo-Saxon, rich, powerful and successful. In a 
twenty first century society which aspires to equity we need to identify pioneers who were 
Aboriginal, women, immigrants and workers. They were also pioneers though they are 
invisible on memorials and street names; and hardly noticeable in old newspapers. 
Fortunately they can be discovered in family histories. 
 
Some left a deep imprint on our town. Jundah Singh, an Indian migrant, was one of Kandos’ 
earliest and most enterprising pioneers. He and his wife Harriet née Bromwich arrived in 
1918 to establish a successful cutting cart, hawker’s cart and grocery store. He faced 
discrimination and intolerance which he met with feisty litigation. When Harriet died at a 



young age he was left to manage, on his own, a family of nine children between the ages of 
two and seventeen. His store now a private home is still standing in Rodgers Street. 
 
 
Mother Bernard, Good Samaritan nun, arrived at Kandos in 1923 and quickly established an 
impressive reputation as an educator. Under her direction (1923-1936) St Dominic’s students 
won at least eleven state bursaries and repeatedly out-performed all other Catholic schools in 
Diocesan exams. She nurtured no less than six religious vocations. 
 
Arthur Yates was one of the earliest workers at the cement works and one of the original land 
purchasers when Kandos was created. His son Bill (in his early nineties) and grandson Terry 
live in Kandos and Arthur and Rubie are buried in Rylstone cemetery. The fiddle music of his 
brother Jo, captured in the National Library, will feature at the centenary weekend, played by 
Jason and Chloe Roweth of Millthorpe. 
 
In a centenary year it is especially fitting that we remember and celebrate our pioneers. On 
Sunday morning 5 October, at 9.30am at the Kandos Rotunda, we will honour all pioneers, 
including our oldest Kandosians, in an Ecumenical Service followed by a Pioneer Cake-
cutting ceremony. They and we will be honoured by the attendance of His Excellency 
General The Honourable David Hurley AC DSC, Governor of NSW and his wife Mrs 
Hurley. 
 
Kandos Bicentennial Industrial Museum will again open its doors to residents and visitors on 
the centenary weekend after being closed for more than a year. There will be an opening 
ceremony at 3pm on Saturday 4. Kandos owes a big thank you to Buzz Sanderson and his 
team for working so hard to protect the repository of our pioneers’ history. 
 


