
HOW KANDOS GOT ITS SWIMMING POOL 

This article by Colleen O’Sullivan appeared in the Mudgee Guardian on 16 March 2015. 
 

Kandos and District Memorial Olympic Swimming Pool is a hidden gem. Clean, private, and 
largely unpeopled, it sits above the main road, prepared to unlock its splendour only to those 
who visit.  
 
I like to go when the sun is high in a summer sky, so hot I yearn for a refreshing dip. It’s 
“heated” just right – enough to take the chill off. I laze indolently on a noodle, in an expanse 
of sapphire blue with diamond lights twinkling on the surface; often in awe of a single 
swimmer doing punishing laps. 
 
I am always surprised how few people are there and I wonder how many Kandos and district 
residents (and visitors) appreciate this incredible facility. Or how many know its history. 
 
The idea of a purpose-built swimming pool at Kandos was proposed in December 1935, deep 
into the Depression. Kandos had its Rotunda and Memorial Hall (with picture show), its 
Court House and Post Office, its schools and churches, pubs and shops, sporting ground and 
architect-designed golf course. The town was firmly established, though wobbling a little 
with unemployment.  
 
“Swimming Baths at Kandos” was the enticing headline at that time, and readers learnt that 
100 people had signed a petition for a pool at Kandos; and a committee had been formed 
consisting of the Shire Clerk, Engineer and four councillors. They believed it could be built 
using relief work. Not surprisingly the project had the tick of approval from Doctor Darton – 
it would be good for community welfare and safer for children.  

“It was regretted,” reported the committee three months later “that the scheme would have to 
be abandoned” due to the anticipated cost of £6000. A chlorination plant was required even in 
those days. 

A decade later just as World War 2 was coming to a close, Harold Schroder, superintendant 
of the cement company, informed the community that the Directors were considering erecting 
a modern swimming pool at Kandos. There is a slight note of cynicism in the final words: 
“The community will await with keen interest...the directors’ deliberations”. Nothing came of 
it. 

It was almost a decade before the subject was broached again, in March 1954. This time there 
was a serious push. The Combined Union’s Council, Kandos RSL and Kandos Mothers’ Club 
supported Kandos Urban Area Committee in its approach to Council for a swimming pool at 
Kandos. Council support was necessary in order to acquire a government grant. The 
advocates offered voluntary labour and had State Government support but “Council did not 
seem favourably disposed towards the scheme”.  
 
It seems there was a conflict of interests. In that same month Mr Innes and Mr Robertson 
presented a plan to the “Back to Rylstone” meeting to establish a pool at Rylstone – at the 
foot of Cudgegong Street, by the beginning of summer. A detailed article in The Land 
newspaper on 2 July outlines their fund-raising efforts to raise £3000 (£2000 of which 



seemed “just around the corner”). It was a year of balls, stalls, concerts, contests, donations 
and dances. While the fund-raising was significant both swimming pools were elusive.    
 
By 1958 the landscape had changed. Rylstone Dam was completed and both towns had 
reticulation – important for a filtration plant. Babies were booming, the cement industry was 
vibrant, the unions had big muscles and wool prices were high. But perhaps of most 
importance for this small community, it had completed a comparable project, the Kandos 
Community Centre. There was a sweet taste of success. 
 
In January 1958 “a large and representative meeting of townspeople in the community hall 
(chaired by Cr Norman Saville)...unanimously decided to build an Olympic swimming pool 
at Kandos”. The instigators, J B Simpkins and N Bucan, left nothing to chance. They had 
invited representatives from Blaxland Shire Council to outline a similar pool project at 
Portland and “to give first-hand information and advice on procedure”.  
 
Enthusiasm spread. A week later the District Olympic Swimming Pool Committee was 
formed consisting of N Saville (Patron), C Macauley (President), J Williamson, G Ward and 
H Quigg (Vice-presidents), R Bisley (treasurer) and S Carmichael (Publicity Officer). Three 
sub-committees were formed: for site selection, finance and pool design.  
 
By the end of the month two further committees were added: for publicity and volunteer 
labour. Letters were written, applications made, meetings organised, donations sought and a 
thermometer board erected at the western end of the Community Hall showing details of 
money raised by the committee.  
 
The expected cost was £25,800 by contract or £14,000 using voluntary labour. The unions 
were confident their members would contribute two shillings a week and provide labour. A 
women’s committee began fund-raising from dances. Grants were available from the 
Department of Public Works and the Coal Board and both cement companies promised 
financial support.  A suitable site was selected at the eastern end of Angus Avenue.  
 
It was a slick operation. But not without hurdles.  
 
Council support was essential in order to access government grants and resume land. But how 
to reconcile two small towns wanting their own pools? In April the headline read, “Rylstone 
and Kandos Delegates Meet to Discuss Establishment of One Pool in District Instead of 
Two”. Rylstone had secured a site, started excavations and raised money. Filtration was 
unnecessary they argued and they didn’t need council assistance.  
 
Kandos delegates argued their town held more children, their site was near the High School, 
plans were completed for a filtrated Olympic sized pool that would benefit the whole district. 
Finally, delegates were asked to “discuss the matter amongst themselves and report their 
decision – if they came to one – to next Council meeting”. 
 
I imagine it was an attempt to quell antagonism between two rival communities. But the 
Kandos pool appears to have been fait accompli.  Kandos pool had the endorsement of the 
Shire President, the support of the cement companies and the weight of the workers. A 
compromise was made by moving the pool site to a four-acre allotment of crown land, at the 
north-western end of the town, on Ilford Road. 
 



Two years later the Western Herald reported that Kandos was one of thirteen country towns 
to receive a grant from the State Government to construct a swimming pool. “Amenities like 
swimming pools”, said Minister Ryan, “help decentralisation by inducing people to live in 
country towns.” That, as we know, was pie in the sky. 
 
It was a full weekend of celebration when “the largest recreational facility ever undertaken in 
the shire” was opened on 17 November 1962. The town was packed with former residents 
such as Meta Romeika, Helen Hindmarsh, Pam Cohen and Helen Reilly. Many attended the 
celebratory ball on Friday night at the Community Hall where Sue Boxsell, wearing a full-
length tangerine frock with matching accessories, was declared Belle of the Ball and Mrs J 
Sneddon junior in a red ballerina with embossed skirt, was Matron of the Ball. Attendees 
danced to the music of Johnny May’s orchestra. 
 
Members of the pool committee worked shifts throughout Friday night to guard a bullock, 
barbequed on a specially built spit; others prepared food and drink for stalls. As a crowd of 
“up to 3000 people” gathered at the pool on Saturday, Kandos police organised parking, 
Kandos band entertained the crowd and visiting members of the NSW Amateur Swimming 
Association demonstrated diving and swimming displays for all the excited pool enthusiasts 
to aspire to.  
 
At three o’clock the formal ceremonies began with the entrance of a long line of suited VIPs. 
Chairman Saville introduced President Evans who welcomed L M Nott MLA, who was 
followed by Keith Dale President of the Pool Committee who thanked the people and 
presented another cheque of £1000. S P Cochrane of the Coal Board declared that the pool 
“was one of the most striking examples of community-mindedness” he had seen in twelve 
years and offered a further £1000 (later raised to £1500). Finally Minister for Public Works 
Ryan unveiled a plaque commemorating the occasion and offered another £500. All to 
enthusiastic applause. 
 
Only then was it “open season” and a swarm of bathers leapt squealing into the Olympic and 
wading pools. Later that night after sunburnt and exhausted swimmers had left, another 
crowd descended to watch twenty-two beautiful young women parade around the cat walk of 
the pool in their new season swim-suits. The judges Mrs Chapman and Mrs McCully of 
Mudgee declared Miss Margaret Odgers Belle of the Pool and winner of a ten day holiday in 
Surfers Paradise flying Ansett ANA.  
 
Since then the pool at Kandos has hosted aqua groups and learn-to-swim classes, carnivals 
and pool parties, and a swimming club that has operated since the beginning. More than that, 
it has offered what a city pool can’t – a solitary swim in a beautiful, pristine pool.  
 
After her first visit to the pool a few days ago, my niece enthused, “We felt like millionaires 
drifting around in our private Olympic pool, with a mountain view to die for”.  
 
 
 
 
 


