
THE GROUP THAT PROGRESSED KANDOS 

This article by Colleen O’Sullivan appeared in the Mudgee Guardian, 2 June 2014. 

Each time I drive through Cullen Bullen I see a large hall with the words Progress 
Association. It reminds me that a group of civic minded individuals in that town worked 
together to build a hall for the community. Their contribution to the town can’t be forgotten.  

The Kandos Progress Association helped build much of Kandos. Yet there is no visible 
testimony. Thankfully there is plenty of evidence in newspapers of the time. 

Just as Kandos was about to move, in 1917, from a private village to an urban area under the 
control of Rylstone Shire Council, the Lithgow Mercury encouraged those men who had 
demonstrated their organizing and working ability in the town to start a progress body. “Such 
an association would be productive of much good to the community,” the editor urged.  

Within a month his suggestion had been taken up and the Kandos Progress Association was 
formed with the following enthusiastic committee: Mr J P McGrath President; Messrs Smith, 
Barton, Walsh Bros, Richards and Hanson Vice-Presidents; Mr E H Freeman Secretary; and 
Mr Strong Treasurer. 

In the early twentieth century “Progress” was an exciting word. Today, I think, western 
societies are a little afraid of that word. It seems to have climate change attached to it and 
population growth and the loss of old-growth forests and the rise of China and the rapid 
development of technology. We are not very keen on progress anymore. 

But in 1917 almost every small town had a Progress Association because people’s sights 
were set on the future. They wanted to advance, to prosper and modernise; to move ahead of 
other towns and outstrip them if possible. Progress suggested reaching a longed-for goal and 
the entrepreneurs of the cement company had already identified the goal – a great industrial 
centre. For a tiny town like Kandos, which had no past, there was only one way to go.  

Within a month the Kandos Progress Association had forty members who had each paid their 
half-a-crown membership and occasionally turned up to the fortnightly meetings held initially 
at the public school until the Angus Memorial Hall was completed (at the end of 1917).  

The association promoted its vision. The object was to ensure that governing bodies 
understood the needs of the town and met those needs in a way that was fair and just. So 
essentially they were a lobby group. They saw themselves and were seen over the years, 
especially by government bodies, as representing the citizens of Kandos.  “There is nothing 
exclusive or factional within the ranks,” they reassured the residents; in other words no 
political, religious or class agenda, or bias.  

That is not exactly true. Less than a year after the association was formed Messrs Everitt and 
Peters introduced a motion that ladies be admitted as members. “The meeting talked much 
and amidst laughter tangled itself in such confusion that it is doubtful if anyone knows what 



really was the upshot.” That seems a weasel way to ignore a discomfiting issue. Someone 
however had the audacity to introduce that same motion a year later. It was “unanimously 
rejected”. 

The association was not greatly interested in fund-raising or civic pride or bringing the 
community together. They did have a social evening to celebrate the first year of the 
association and in 1920 they held a dance to raise funds for the beautification of White 
Crescent Park. And there was one occasion when they organised a swimming carnival in 
Lloyd's dam on Anniversary Day (26 January1929) to raise funds for the improvement of the 
recreation ground.  

On the whole though, they spent their energies writing letters; meeting with the cement 
company, shire officials and local MPs, and getting them on side; calling public meetings and 
organising petitions; liaising with the press to get good media coverage; forming deputations 
to meet with government officials; forming sub-committees to examine particular concerns; 
and organising working bees.  They were busy all right but what exactly did they achieve? 

Old Rocky, looking down on the town, has the best view of their achievements but we too 
can see them all around us. Come for a walk around Kandos. Over to the railway station for a 
start. That is where the Association’s longest battle took place – trying to get the 
Commissioners to see reason, in terms of a station building, staff, a station master, and better 
facilities. The battle went on for about twenty years.  

You can see across the road the stylish classical Rotunda. It was the Progress Association 
who ensured White Crescent Park was gifted to the people at changeover, worked to provide 
fences, seats and plantings in the early years, canvassed the idea of a rotunda and progressed 
it over ten years, even paid half the cost of the cement fencing when it was built.  

Over the railway line you can see the Court House. The Progress Association spent a number 
of years fighting for court facilities in Kandos which they got in 1923. That court was held at 
the back of a shop for seven years so it wasn’t long before it was seen as inadequate and the 
Progress Association led the movement for a specially built court house. When it opened in 
May 1930 it was the Progress Association who invited the Minister for Justice to open it and 
arranged the opening ceremony.  

On the same side of the railway line and down past the Railway Hotel is the Kandos Sports 
Ground. As early as 1919 the Progress Association liaised first with the Lands Department 
and then with the cement company to provide suitable land for a “recreation ground”. In 1926 
when land was finally handed over, Mudgee Guardian reported: “This organization deserves 
the thanks of the general public...It is somebody’s duty however to map out a plan for the 
future. In sporting parlance the “kick-off” will be given by the Progress Association on 
Monday night when it will discuss several proposals...” It resulted in two separate grounds, 
Simpkins Park with its plantings mainly initiated by J B Simpkins, an enthusiastic long-term 
member of the Association; and the “recreation ground” which gradually became known as 
Kandos Sports Ground after the Association instigated a range of sporting upgrades in the 
1930s and 1940s. It is now called Kandos Waratah Park. 



Walking up Angus Avenue you can see the well-built post office on the corner of Jaques 
Street. There was a lot of complaining to the Post Master General’s department before that 
was built. “Kandos deserves...” was the theme of every letter: ...a telegram boy...a 
postman...an official post office...a purpose-built post office...the same facilities as Rylstone 
and other towns on the Mudgee line. “Red tape wove itself around a promise...short 
memories and long promises are not acceptable,” admonished the Mudgee Guardian.  

There is not much in Kandos that the Kandos Progress Association didn’t campaign for in the 
teens, twenties and thirties. They pitched for a public library, swimming pool, community 
centre, overhead bridges and railway crossings, electricity, kerb and guttering, spawn in the 
dams, a better sanitary system, more police, St John’s Ambulance, a building society, 
drinking fountains, an impounding officer and pound, and better council services in Kandos. 
They campaigned against straying stock, poor streets, dangerous areas and whenever they 
believed Kandos was experiencing injustice.   

It has to be said they had a few significant failures. In 1919 there was a strong push for a 
cemetery, by 1921 three local men had been nominated as trustees, by 1923 they had located 
land, raised money and contracted work on it. However in 1924 trial shafts were sunk and the 
land was deemed unsuitable as a cemetery. That idea was buried.  

In 1929 the association deputised the Chief Railway Commissioner for a new railway station, 
more appropriate for a growing industrial centre – “unwarranted” was his ruling.  

As the Second World War came to an end the Kandos Progress Association approached 
Rylstone Shire Council with a petition containing 105 signatures of electors requesting that 
“a poll be taken on the question of the removal of the Shire office to Kandos.” Gasp! 

The last reference I found to the Kandos Progress Association was in 1946. However, you 
could say it just morphed into other bodies such as the Kandos Township Amenities 
Committee, the Kandos Urban Area Committee, the Combined Unions’ Council. That last 
one might not sound like a civic association but in fact the meeting of May 1954 shows it 
campaigned for the same issues: better rail, another doctor, a report on the water supply 
scheme and a working party to clean up the cemetery.  

It struck me, as I learnt about the Kandos Progress Association, that one thing hasn’t 
changed: the difficulty in getting community involvement in voluntary organisations such as 
that energetic and valuable one. Those involved were the same old, same old. They too had 
trouble getting a secretary. Mind you they weren’t afraid to put the pressure on their fellow 
citizens: “everybody enjoys the benefits that have accrued...attend regularly...take a lively 
interest...this organisation deserves the thanks of the general public...” 

The history of the Kandos Progress Association reminds us we should not take for granted 
those volunteer groups, numerous in any small town, but with depleting numbers. The 
Progress Association would say: your town needs you. 


