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“Love your neighbour as yourself; but don't take down the fence.” This is wise advice. We all have 
a degree of sociability and humanity but we also have a need for privacy and protection; a need to 
retreat to our own domain with those we love.  
 
The fence around a house makes a strong statement about ownership within an enclosure. It defines 
a boundary and is a psychological barrier as well as a physical one. It says: Trespassers Keep Out. 
 
Front fences though have another purpose – to decorate and display a house. Which is why many 
front fences are in sympathy with a house: in scale, style, materials or features. The most attractive 
front fences will provide a visual link to the house. For example, decorations on a verandah might 
be used on a fence. The same masonry work might be used for both house and fence. Front fences 
are usually lower than side and back fences to show off a house; but the height will look best if in 
keeping with the grandeur of the house.  
 
I have only recently come to discover and appreciate Kandos fences. Many of the original fences 
were built of concrete just as many of the original homes were. Not surprising really in a cement 
town. There are a number of interesting and striking fences that have survived. 
 
Not ours though. When we renovated our house at Kandos a few years ago we ran out of money 
before we got to the fence. It is of steel mesh, set on the original concrete plinth, probably erected in 
the 1970s. I painted it the same colour as the house trim but it has as little sympatico as a pair of 
jeans at a wedding. 
 
In the early twentieth century cement was the new-beaut building material and the cement company 
was adept at promoting its benefits, and that of its derivative, concrete. A 1927 advertisement points 
out: 
 “Concrete is very adaptable and practically everlasting. It will not burn – nor rot – nor 
harbor vermin. It resists weather and time. Silos and sewer systems, troughs and tanks, drains and 
pipings, fence posts and rails – all these as well as out-buildings and homes are being successfully 
built of concrete, often by unskilled labour.”  
 
Unskilled labour or DIY (Do It Yourself) had resonance in an industrial town where workers were 
encouraged to buy their half acre block and erect a house. Most of the company’s cement was 
transported across the mountains to build Sydney but some at least was used to build Kandos.  
 
Undoubtedly the most popular material was the ash brick (also referred to as the cinder brick, the 
cement block, the coal ash and cement brick, the concrete block, the ash and cement building block 
and the cement and sand composition brick). The various names reflect the different manufacturers 
at Kandos (four in 1919), their desire to promote a distinctive product, and the different methods 
used. The ash which was used, was residue from coal burnt in the cement works furnaces. Bricks 
could be sand-finished or rough cast. 
 
F C Carson claimed in November 1918 that his cement and sand brick was similar in composition 
to those used in Egyptian Pyramids: “moisture strengthens it and the heat of the sun increases the 
durability so that it is admirably adapted for any climate and is guaranteed not to crack or crumble”. 
Unlike most of the other makers, Carson used no ashes. He explained: “its size is six by seven 
[inches] with two cavity holes through it and it will stand a pressure of about two tons”.  



 
Pat Frappell, a former long-time Kandos resident and employee at the cement works, explained the 
process at the cement company’s brick plant, behind the Powerhouse. “The bricks, made from 
ashes, cement and a bit of sand, were stamped in a mould. To get a smooth surface you put in about 
½ to ¾ inch of sand and cement and then pressed the ashes on top; then a lid. The moulds were 
18x9x4 inches. The bricks were dried on a rack. A lot of blokes volunteered to make them after 
work for the swimming pool change rooms.”  
 
In 1917 a Mudgee Guardian description of the company’s early patent brick-making is quite 
different. “The cinder brick...the size of four ordinary bricks, is composed of one-eighth cement 
with seven-eighths of coal ash and is manufactured by a system of force compression. Thousands of 
these coal or cement bricks have been used in the...township...They are in large use in various parts 
of the state.” 
 
Not all fences were made of bricks. Some were made of concrete posts with panels of woven wire 
or rails of tubular iron. The cement company, eager to encourage DIY, prepared plans and 
specifications “available free of cost to country people”.   
 
The South Australian Department of Agriculture in a 1929 bulletin also gave a pictorial and text 
description for concrete posts. The mixture: four parts of crushed hard stone, two parts of clean, 
sharp sand and one part cement. The bulletin showed how to make timber form-work for 12 posts 
measuring five feet and tapering from 5x4 ¾ inches to 5x3 ¼ inches; and four different methods of 
steel rod reinforcement; and a timber platform on which to rest the formwork as the posts cured.  
 
Rose Fitzgerald in Victory in Our Veins gives a meticulous and personal description of her father’s 
brick making:  
“Dad made the cement bricks himself and the front fence was made with the same bricks, neatly 
plastered over and painted white. They had been patterned by pushing a leveller into the still damp 
cement and into the depression he painted a fine black line with brushes he made from horse hair. It 
had the look of cleverly chosen stones each fitting one into the other. Dad always gave as much 
detail to the finishing touches as to the foundations of any job. The top part of the fence was about a 
foot wide and every eight foot was a pillar a foot higher than the fence. The pillars at the entrance 
gate were over a yard apart but they proved no deterrent to me. I would run along the top of the 
fence and jump across the gate pillars and never once did I fall although Joan says she once saw me 
fall.” 
 
There were many fences in Kandos which were children’s favourite play areas. 
 
Some notable fences around Kandos built of concrete include those of the Methodist Church and 
Good Samaritan Convent. The former was begun as relief work by the unemployed, supervised by 
builder J B Simpkins, and with donations of bricks and ashes.  The latter was erected by St Vincent 
de Paul and other volunteer workers.  
 
Many of the original fences have disappeared or are likely to soon disappear. It seems a pity to lose 
this part of our heritage. Kandos, a town built for a cement industry, with materials made by that 
industry, has a characteristic streetscape. The fences, in design, construction and materials, are 
unique to Kandos. They are worth conserving.  
 
I wonder if there is someone out there who could do a reproduction front fence for us.  
 
 



Photographs are from a large collection taken in 2006 by Bruce Upton, Lansallos, Capertee 
Valley. In 2006 Bruce was approached by Cara Crosswhite (an architect working for the 
National Trust at that time) to make a photographic record of Kandos fences. Sadly, less than 
a decade later many of those fences have been replaced by modern fencing.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The late Stan Grudzion's fence, an 
excellent example of the decorative 
potential of cement mix bricks. 
 

The late Norman Evans made 
the bricks for his front fence in 
the 1950s. 

 
Cement posts with tubular steel 
and galvanised wire at 55 Dunn 
Street Kandos. 

44 Buchanan Street has a rounded 
corner fence of ash brick concrete 
blocks, piers topped with concrete 
blocks and tubular iron rails. 


